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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Hello BHS Families! 

As you know, our district is currently searching for the next Superintendent of 
Bainbridge Island Schools.  From a pool of 24, the school board and its search firm 

have narrowed the candidates down to four finalists.  Please click here to learn 
more about the finalists.  Also, mark your calendars – there’s an opportunity to 

interact with the finalists at planned community forums in the BHS Commons on 
Tuesday, April 12 from 5:30pm to 9:05pm. Each candidate will be rotating through 
open forums designed to address stakeholder groups for the BISD. To engage with 

each candidate and to learn more about our future superintendent, please join us in 
the commons on April 12.  The candidate schedule is as follows:  

 5:30-6:20 p.m. – Dr. Molly Evans 
 6:25-7:15 p.m. – Dr. Peter Bang-Knudsen 
 7:20-8:10 p.m. – Dr. Steve Matthews 

 8:15-9:05 p.m. – Mr. Michael Tolley 

Speaking of marking our calendars, please keep Saturday, April 23rd reserved for 
our BHS Positive School Culture Summit, Raising an Adult: Moving to Action as 
sponsored by Bainbridge Youth Services (BYS) and the Association of Washington 

School Leaders (AWSL).  There will be student and parent workshops collaborating 
on ways to help make BHS even better than we are today!  Students will be 

working on a Pro-Kindness approach to school culture, while staff and parents will 
be building upon the work started back in February from “How to Raise an Adult.” 
Essentially, we’re hoping to answer the big question: where do we go from here? 

This is a movement to action to ensure we have a positive school culture.  One that 
is built by our students, staff and parents collaboratively and addresses some 
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serious concerns many families share about life on and off campus.  More 
information on the event will be coming to you soon, and may be found below in 

this Newsletter.  We hope you’ll join us!  Adults: 10am to Noon.  Students: 10am to 
2pm.  Lunch option will be provided.  We will kick off the event in the BHS 

Commons…see you then!   

STUDENT PARKING CONCERNS IN THE SPRING 

As most of you are well aware, we have a paid student parking pass system at 

BHS. It is not unusual for us to see an increase in parking “issues” as we enter the 
spring with more of our students becoming new drivers. 

Parents are encouraged to discuss transportation/parking issues with their 
students. We have been notified by agencies that have private parking areas near 
our campus that parking rules/limits are being enforced at these locations. We 

expect our students to be “good neighbors” and not violate the parking regulations 
for on street and parking lots adjacent to BHS. Parking fines and towing costs can 

become very expensive, very fast! The lot across from the main building at the 
Masonic Lodge is for staff parking ONLY.  Students have recently been cited for 
taking teacher parking spaces.  Teachers will occasionally need to leave and return 

as any professional may do at other places of employment and finding your 
assigned space taken by a student is time consuming and frustrating.  Students 

without paid BHS permits may park off campus at the Bainbridge First Baptist 
Church at HWY 305 and Madison (19 outer spaces), as well as near Ordway 

Elementary off Madison at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. We know 
space is limited on and around campus, but we need to keep the visitor loop open 
for parent meetings, drop-offs and pick-ups, etc. Encourage your students to car 

pool, arrive earlier to the off-campus church parking and to refrain from parking in 
staff and visitor areas.  Thank you for your assistance! 
 

INVOLVED STUDENTS, SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS… 

Over and over again, research reminds us that students who are actively involved 

in sports, school clubs and other school-based extra-curricular activities experience 
higher levels of academic success. A very large percentage of our students at BHS 

are definitely taking this research seriously! We have nearly 600 students involved 
in spring sports teams at BHS.  Not on campus, but hard at work are our BHS 
sailing team and crew team, who obviously are practicing at the waterfront.  At the 

same time, many students are beginning preparation for the spring musical, 
Legally Blonde, and the list goes on!  
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Hope you will check out our calendar of events on the BHS webpage and come and 
enjoy a few of our many Spartan activities. 

 
Go Spartans! 

 
Duane R. Fish 
Principal,  

Bainbridge High School 

 
 

AROUND BHS 

 
Safety and Security Improvements at BHS now in full effect! 

 

 
 

Please share with our community at large that we have new expectations for 
campus visitors.  Namely, our campus facilities – main buildings, court 

yards, stadium, tennis courts, and fields - are all closed to the public during 

school hours (8 am to 4 pm).  The BISD has provided BHS with signage 
around the perimeter of campus to further inform the public that while 

school is in session, only those with an educational purpose may be on 
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campus.  By limiting foot traffic on campus strictly to those who work and 

attend here, we can improve upon our ability to identify potential problems 
much more readily.  This is a shift in current community culture, but it’s 

necessary to ensure our campus is as safe as possible for our students and 
staff.  

To succeed, we need the community’s help.  From 8 am until 4 pm Monday 
thru Friday, our campus is for staff, students and for those visiting for school 

business only.  All visitors for school business are to check in at the main 
office for a visitor’s badge.  If community members wish to use our track, 

courts, or campus to exercise – this is to be done on the weekends, before 8 
am or after 4 pm (athletic programs after 4 pm always have priority as well 

– please follow the direction of the coaching staff).  Together, we can greatly 
improve the safety and security of our kids and teachers.  This new policy is 

one way we’re doing so.  By the time we return from Spring Break on April 
11, all signs will be up and fully enforceable. Thank you for your 

understanding and cooperation – our students and staff truly appreciate it. 
 
Math Students of the Month 
The Math Department is proud to recognize the following students for their 

performance as the spring semester began.  They demonstrated determination, 
strong work ethic and willingness to help others succeed.  We congratulate each of 

you. Below are the BHS Math Students of the Month for February. 
 
Adda Amelang           Kathryn Barker          Sam Barnett 

Marina Bianchi           Nathan Eaton            Madison Fountain 
Emma Gace                Ethan Hoppin            Adrian Kollodge 

Isabel Hesselink        Olivia Sandler           Megan Sellman 
Mara Smith                Mary Van Dyke          Lauren Witty 
 

 

Two BHS Students Win Prestigious Art & Writing Awards 
Grace Bautista, BHS junior, recently won the American Voices Medal from 
Scholastic Art and Writing Awards for a personal essay she wrote.  She has been 

invited to Carnegie Hall to accept the award in June. 
 

Anneka Karreman, BHS senior, recently won a Gold Medal for her painting, 
“Precious Culture” which will be on exhibition at the Pratt Institute’s’ Manhattan 
Gallery.   

 
Julia Bernard, BHS sophomore won a Silver Medal in Writing from the Scholastic 

Writing Awards. 
 

http://www.facebook.com/bainbridgehighschoolspartans
http://www.facebook.com/bainbridgehighschoolspartans
http://www.instagram.com/bainbridgespartans


 

Stay on top of all things BHS… follow our social media! 
 

  www.facebook.com/bainbridgehighschoolspartans     www.twitter.com/BHS_Spartans 

www.instagram.com/bainbridgespartans 

 

Students from across the nation, grades 7-12, submitted nearly 320,000 works of 
art and writing to the 2016 Scholastic Art & Writing awards.  Karreman’s painting 

and Bautista’s personal memoir landed them among the top 1% of the program’s 
award winners.  

 

School Musical Opens at the end of April 
Come see Legally Blonde, the BHS spring musical! A silly girl from Malibu follows 
her boyfriend to Harvard law school to show him she’s serious.  This campy 

examination of gender stereotyping features a 12-piece student orchestra, directed 
by BHS choir teacher Pat Dalrymple.  Choreographed by Scott Breitbarth, the non-
stop dance and movement incorporates a bit of everything: cheerleading and tap, 

jump-roping and River Dance. Sophomore Tori Konig and junior Maddy 
Garfunkel, double-cast in the leading role of Elle Woods, electrify this Barbie-pink 

production on alternate evenings. All performances are at 7:30pm in the 
LGI.  Thursday, April 28 is Pay What You Can. Friday and Saturday, April 29 -30, 
and Thursday – Saturday, May 5 – 7 tickets are $10 for adults, $8 for students. 

 
National Honor Society News 

For all current sophomores and juniors who want to join National Honor Society, 

please visit the NHS website located on the Activities tab under NHS to obtain the 
bylaws. Read the bylaws carefully, print the informational signature page and 

return to Mrs. Moore in room 311 by April 1, 2016.  
 
All current freshman who are interested in joining NHS will have this opportunity in 

the fall of 2016 when you are a sophomore. Announcements will be made on the 
first day of school. 

 
If you are currently a member of NHS and are a junior, consider running for a 

leadership position. See Mrs. Moore for an election packet and begin campaigning! 
 

Mark your calendar for the mandatory NHS Awards Ceremony on Tuesday, May 
31st @ 7 PM in the BHS Commons. Join us in celebrating your child's academic 

and volunteer accomplishments where our seniors will earn their gold cords and 
Presidential Service Medals prior to graduation. 

 

BHS Band & Boosters Host Recital Event 
The BHS Band Program & Band Boosters are hosting an Honors Recital at 
7 pm on Thursday, April 21st, at Kol Shalom.  The evening will feature our  

most talented student musicians as they gear up for the State Solo & Ensemble 
Contest (sponsored by WMEA and WIAA).  Ann Pearl Catering and Eleven Winery 
will also be present.  Tickets are $40, and come with food and a glass of wine with 

ID.  Doors open at 6:30.  The first performance is at 7.  There's a discount for 
groups of 4 or more.  Tickets and more information are available 

at www.bainbridgebands.org/recital. 
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Raising an Adult: Moving to Action 
A Bainbridge Healthy Youth Summit  

 
Presented by the partnership of the  

 

 
 

Saturday, April 23, 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
at Bainbridge Island High School Gymnasium 

FREE Community Event  
Lunch option provided 

 

Register today at bihealthyyouth.org 
 

At BHS in February, Julie Lythcott-Haims, * Stanford University's former Dean of 
Freshmen and author, spoke to a sold-out crowd about the troubling trend she 
sees of more and more college students poorly equipped to handle the demands 
of adult life. To reverse this trend, she spoke of the life skills and healthy habits 
youth need to grow into self-reliant adults. 
 
Join a conversation about how her message is relevant to our community and 
our families and move to actions that support thriving youth ready to take charge 
of their own lives with competence and confidence. 
 
Join us on April 23 at BHS Gymnasium to: 
 
Connect with BHS students working on a kinder peer culture. 
Envision a wiser, healthier version of "success." 
Learn what supports thriving youth and adults. 
Walk away with strategies for action. 

 
* Thanks to Raising Resilience and the BHS PTSO for sponsoring Julie Lythcott- Haims’ 
presentation. 
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COUNSELING OFFICE 
http://www.bisd303.org/domain/648 
 

Counseling Office.........................206-842-2913 

Adam Ward.................................206-780-1259..................Students - A-D 
Nicole Bakker…............................206-780-1359..................Students - E-K 

Emily Hilberdink …………………………..206-855-0419.....Students - L-Q & Running Start  
Jamie K. Walter...........................206-780-1376..................Students - R-Z 
 

Registrar – Cris Cannestra…780-1253            
Counseling Secretary - Rilla Hughes…780-1251 

 
To better serve everyone, counselors operate on an appointment system; students 
and/or parents can contact Ms. Rilla Hughes to schedule an appointment.  

Counselors try to be available for drop-ins during break and lunch. 

 

We maintain a 'helping' library with books that parents might find interesting in 
dealing with adolescents.  Also we have a list of resources available if people are 
looking for assistance; counselors can make referrals to community therapists. 

There are also binders available in the office that contain information on scholarship 
and summer opportunities for students.  

 
UPCOMING DATES……………….PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

Saturday, April 23 Spring College Tour @ Seattle U from 
noon to 3pm 

Monday, May 2 - Friday, May 13 AP Exams (see below for more 
information) 

Monday, June 1- Friday, June 12 EOC Math and Biology Exams 

 
Note:  The HSPE (High School Proficiency Exam) and ELA (Smarter Balanced 
Testing) are part of the Washington state graduation requirements.  For 

information, please visit: www.k12.wa.us or ask your counselor. 
 

 
DEADLINE TO DROP A CLASS 
Even though most students are scheduled into 6 classes, 5 courses define a “full-

time student.”  Friday, February 26th was the last day for students who currently 
carry 6 courses to drop down to 5 courses without it showing on the high school 

transcript.  From February 29 through March 18, if a student drops a 6
th class it 

shows as a “W” on the transcript with no penalty to the GPA. Drops after March 
18 will carry a grade of “F”.   Students who drop below 5 courses are no longer 
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full-time; this may have implications for athletics and insurance and/or support 
benefits. 

 
Seniors who wish to drop an academic class will be asked to confirm with their 

colleges that doing so will not compromise their application/admission.  

SPRING DROP DEADLINES 
No penalty for drops prior to February 26, 2016 

Grade of "W" for drops after February 26, 2016 

Grade of "F" for drops after March 18, 2016 

 

Note:  All students are expected to remain in their chosen classes 

for the entire semester. Drops will only be considered for very 
unusual circumstances. All students will be expected to take 6 

classes at BHS. 
 

REPORT CARDS FOR TERM 3 
Term 3 ends on April 3, 2016. Grades are due to the Counseling office on April 12th.  

Term 3 Progress reports will be mailed the following week. 
 
GOOD STUDENT DISCOUNT FOR AUTO INSURANCE 

Students eligible for a good student discount (usually a B average) should bring a 
completed form and a stamped envelope to the counseling office.  Our office will 

validate the eligibility and mail the form.  Please remember that if a student is not 
full-time (taking at least five classes), BHS cannot certify the student’s eligibility. 

 

REGISTRATION FOR 2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR  

A confirmation of course requests for next year is accessible and printable from 
student's Student Access account.  It is important to understand that this is a 

confirmation of what your student is requesting for next year and is not what the 
student is guaranteed to get.  If you have a concern about what your student 
requested, please contact the counselor. 

 
Please note:  BE VERY CERTAIN THAT THE COURSES YOUR STUDENT SIGNS UP 

FOR ARE THE ONES HE/SHE WANTS TO TAKE/NEEDS FOR GRADUATION.  ALSO, BE 
CERTAIN THE ALTERNATES LISTED ARE ACCEPTABLE.  No changes will be 
accommodated in August and/or September unless there is a placement issue. 

 
GRADE LEVEL AND CREDITS (All Grades) 

Each June, to be advanced to the next level, students are required to have the 
following accumulated credits: 

 To be considered a sophomore = 6 credits  

 To be considered a junior = 12 credits or more 
 To be considered a senior = 18 credits or more 
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COUNSELOR VISITS (All Grades) 

This spring semester, counselors conducted classroom guidance sessions in the 
following grade levels:   

  
 9th grade English classes:  to assist students in building 5-Year Plans (also 

known as the High School & Beyond Plan). Completing a 5-Year Plan is a 

state graduation requirement. Counselors are required to keep this plan on 
file in the counseling office, even though it may change during the four years 

of high school.  Let your counselor know if you would like a copy of this plan.  
 11th grade American Studies classes:  to discuss post-high school planning 

issues. (Counselors revised the Class of 2017 Planning Guide in March. This 

updated document is available on the BHS Counseling website under College 
Planning.  We encouraged students to download and print this valuable 

resource, and read it between now and August 2016.  Parents should also 
read this Planning Guide for details about the college application process as 
well as other post-high school planning information). 

 8th grade at Woodward, Odyssey and Hyla:  to discuss orientation to the high 
school.   

 
 

TESTING SCHEDULE (ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDENTS) (COST IS $95.00) 
AP (Advanced Placement) TESTING: 

Students who are in AP classes are expected to take the AP exam for that course.  

Make-up examinations are only administered in certain cases (serious illness, 
athletic event conflict).  The College Board prescribes the test dates and BHS is not 

allowed to deviate from their schedule.   The AP Program does not require students 
to take an AP course prior to taking an AP exam. 

 

Week of May 2nd:  Chemistry, Environmental Science, Calculus AB & BC, 
Computer Science, English Literature, Psychology, U.S. History, 

European History, Spanish Language, Studio Art. 
 
Week of May 9th:  Biology, Physics, U.S. Government, English Language, 

Statistics, Micro & Macro Economics  
May 16th – 18th:  Make up exams for situations approved by College Board ONLY! 

 
 

2016 AP Exam schedule 
The 2016 AP Exams will be administered over two weeks in May: May 2nd 

through 6th and May 9th through 13th.  Coordinators and teachers will 
notify students when and where to report for the exams. Early testing or 

testing at times other than those published by the College Board is not 
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permitted under any circumstances. For more information check the 

following link: http://professionals.collegeboard.com/testing/ap/about/dates 
 

 
 

Week 1  Morning - 8 a.m.  Afternoon - 12 noon  

Monday, 
May 2 

Chemistry 
Environmental Science 

Psychology 

Tuesday, 

May 3 

Computer Science A 

Spanish Language & Culture 

 

Wednesday, 
May4 

English Literature and 
Composition 

 

Thursday, 
May 5 

Calculus AB  
Calculus BC 

 

Friday, 

May 6 

U.S. History European History 

Studio Art—Last day for 
Coordinators to submit digital 

portfolios (by 8 p.m. EDT) and to 
gather 2-D Design and Drawing 
Students for physical portfolio 

assembly. 

 

Week 2  Morning - 8 a.m. Afternoon - 12 noon 2 p.m. 

Monday, 
May 9 

Biology  
 

Physics C:  Mechanics Physics C:  
Electricity & 
Magnetism 

Tuesday, 

May 10 

United States Government 

and Politics 

  

Wednesday, 

May 11 

English Language and 

Composition 

Macroeconomics  

Thursday, 

May 12 

 Statistics  

Friday, 

May 13 

Microeconomics    

 

 
SSD (Services for Students with Disabilities) for SAT and/or ACT Testing  
Students with an IEP or Section 504 Plan who consistently use extended time for 

testing here at Bainbridge High School may qualify for extended time on the SAT or 
ACT (the national college entrance exams).  There is an application process and it 

can take up to three months (or longer) for testing companies to make a decision. 
Once a student is approved for testing accommodations by the testing company, 
he/she can set up for a testing date.   
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The counseling office encourages all students to take the PSAT without 

accommodations to get a sense of whether accommodations are needed.  If 
students then wish to apply for accommodations for the SAT or ACT, they should 

speak with their counselor for details.  Once a student is approved by the College 
Board (SAT) or The American College Testing Company (ACT), s/he then registers 
for the date and venue of the specific desired test.   

 
Please give plenty of lead-time for this process. It is recommended to begin the 

process by Spring of Sophomore year. See your counselor for details. 
 
SUMMER OPTIONS 

Our office maintains an extensive file on summer programs for high school 
students. Musical, athletic and academic offerings are highlighted.  Some programs 

can be used for transfer credit but most are for enrichment.  Many of these sessions 
are held at universities (e.g. Stanford, Harvard, Oxford, Western WA) across the 
country, as well as, abroad and give students the opportunity to experience campus 

living.  Check it out!  Many have early application deadlines. Students and parents 
are welcome to look through the notes at any time. 

 
CREDIT RETRIEVAL OPTIONS 

Please note:  All courses taken outside of BHS, including other district 
programs must first be approved by BHS if a student wants to use them for 
graduation credit. 

 
SUMMER SCHOOL 

If students are seeking to make up credits for graduation, they should consult their 
counselor about applying for summer school at Eagle Harbor High School, local 
community colleges, or other options.  BHS will have a Math Credit Recovery 

program as well.  Ask your counselor for details. 
 

Eagle Harbor High School and BHS may have some online options for full courses or 
credit retrieval.  BHS counselors must sign a form for BHS students to access these 
courses.  Space is limited. 

 
Correspondence Courses 

Another option for make-up credits is through a correspondence or online course.  
To be transferred to a BHS transcript, the course must be accredited and generate 
a transcript, and be approved and monitored by BHS; a BHS counselor must 

supervise all tests.  Since BHS is closed from late June to mid-August, students 
must plan testing dates carefully with their counselor.  Correspondence courses are 

independent studies, it is the student’s responsibility to regularly check his/her 
progress with the counselor. 
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POTENTIAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETES 
Students who anticipate playing collegiate sports at the NCAA Division I or II level 

should be sure they are on track to satisfy the NCAA requirements for core courses 
taken, GPA, and test scores.  As a first step, interested students should look at the 

“NCAA Freshmen Eligibility Standards Quick Reference Sheet” in the counseling web 
page and read the NCAA information pages in the Registration and Course Selection 
Packet and Junior/Senior Planning Guide (both documents are available on the BHS 

Counseling website) to see which courses at BHS fulfill the NCAA core course 
requirements.   

 
Juniors who are being recruited should log onto the NCAA Clearinghouse for 
information about registration. They should also ask for a NCAA Student/Athlete 

handbook.  Juniors not being recruited can wait until their senior year before 
registering with the Clearinghouse.  To find this information, go to:  

http://www.athleticscholarships.net/ncaa-clearinghouse.htm .   There are links to 
these sites on the BHS Counseling web page as well. 
 

Seniors who have registered with the Clearinghouse are reminded to send 
a final Transcript in June to the NCAA, as well as one to the college of their 

choice.  This is done through the Parchment link on the BHS Counseling 
website.  Seniors who have not yet registered but who anticipate competing at the 

NCAA Division I or II level should register with the Clearinghouse now even though 
they are not being recruited and do not have prospects of getting a scholarship.  
Contact Mr. Ward if you have further questions about NCAA eligibility and 

procedures.  
 

THE PARTY SEASON 
As the weather gets warmer, the party season usually gathers more energy.  
Nothing travels faster on this island than whose parents might be gone for the 

week, weekend, or even the evening.  Unfortunately, parties often materialize in 
unsupervised homes.  Sometimes, what is intended to be a small affair attracts 

large numbers and things get out of control quickly.  People have been injured and 
homes have been damaged.  Parents are encouraged to talk with their teenagers 
about house rules and what the expectations are if the parents are not home.  

While you may trust your son/daughter, lack of adult supervision can be a magnet 
for uninvited guests.  Young people need to know how to handle the scene when 

uninvited guests appear and refuse to leave.  Communicating your expectations is 
the first step towards keeping your teens and your property safe. 
  

SENIOR SPRING SCHEDULES 
With graduation approaching, many seniors view spring as a time to cut back or 

slack off. To maintain full student status, students must be enrolled in 5 classes (or 
13 credit hours for Running Start students). A student carrying fewer than 5 credits 
(or 13 hours) is part-time and this could affect eligibility for car insurance rates, 

support payments or other benefits (SSI) predicated on full time status.  Colleges in 
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particular like to see students continuing to prepare themselves for their future. 
Counselors will insist students contact their colleges of choice if requesting a 

reduced schedule. From experience, we know that the less a student is here, the 
less a student is really here.  

 
TRANSCRIPT & APPLICATION RELEASE INFO (SENIORS) 
Please Note:  The counseling office will not send applications or release transcripts 

via Parchment if a student owes money to BHS.  Be sure to check the fine list or 
ask Sarah Spray in the Accounting Office if you are not certain of your status.   

Also, in order to participate in graduation ceremonies seniors have to PAY 
all fines as well as PASS all required courses.   
 

Students and parents are reminded that the counseling office does not release 
transcripts, test scores or recommendations without written permission from the 

student or parent.  When a student turns 18 or graduates, ONLY the student can 
release such records. 
 

TEST PREP 
Counselors do not endorse a particular test prep class but do offer a list of test prep 

opportunities in the counseling website that includes courses, and web sites 
available to help students prepare for the SAT/ACT. This list is also available on our 

web site under the Testing tab.  You do not need to pay a large amount of money 
for test prep. Naviance, College Board (with Khan Academy), ACT and WOIS offer 
free sample tests and questions and can be accessed via their web sites: 

www.naviance.com; www.collegeboard.org; www.act.org; www.wois.org; 
www.khanacademy.org 

 
Parents or students are encouraged to contact the counselors with questions.   
 

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 
Students need to check Naviance or the scholarship notebook in the counseling 

office for scholarships that are currently available.  The Naviance website has an 
on-line list of available scholarships, which is updated whenever we learn of new 
scholarships.  Seniors interested in specific 2 and 4-year schools should contact 

these institutions for scholarships available through them.  Parents should check to 
see if their places of employment offer scholarships for dependents.  Membership in 

fraternal organizations, service clubs, religious affiliations and past or current 
military service may qualify a student for certain scholarships.  Many scholarships 
do not require affiliation with the organization offering the scholarship.  Great 

resources for scholarship information are:  www.fastweb.com, 
www.thewashboard.org, www.meritaid.com, www.zinch.com, www.cappex.com and 

many other reputable sites. 
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CLASS OF 2016 SCHOLARSHIPS 
Online applications for scholarships awarded by the BHS Scholarship Committee will 

be available on March 24th through Naviance.  Submitting an application will put 
students in the running for dozens of scholarships.  Winners will be recognized at 

the annual Senior Awards Night the Thursday prior to graduation. ALL seniors 
should apply. Applications must be returned by Friday, April 15th. 

 
BAINBRIDGE STUDENT LOAN FUND 
Need money for college? The Bainbridge Student Loan Fund offers $1,000 to 

$2,500 loans to qualified Bainbridge Island Residents. Loans will carry no interest 
and require no payments while the loan recipient is a full time student. Five months 

following graduation or leaving school, the loan recipient may either repay the total 
loan amount incurring no fees or interest, OR begin repayment in installments at a 
4% annual interest rate. The installment repayment period would be a maximum of 

thirty-six months. Please see your counselor for more information and/or an 
application. Applications should be postmarked no later than June 30, 2015. 

 
FAFSA- FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (SENIORS) 
FAFSA—The Free Application for Federal Student Aid is available on line at: 

www.fafsa.ed.gov. It is required of all students who will apply for any need-based 
financial aid for colleges.  We encourage interested families to go on-line right away 

to register for a PIN, which must be procured before registering for FAFSA. For this 
year’s seniors the FAFSA cannot be submitted until January 1, 2016, but it should 
be submitted as soon as possible on or after that date.  Next year families will be 

able to submit the FAFSA on or after October 1st using tax/income information from 
the 2015 fiscal year. 

 
Note:  Watch out for scams.  Applying for FAFSA is free.  Families should be wary of 
“dot com” or other web sites that charge for “help” to apply for the FAFSA.  Help is 

available through college financial aid offices and the Federal Student Aid 
Information Center (1-800-4-FED-AID; 1-800-433-3243).  

 
FINANCIAL AID - “CSS PROFILE” FORM (SENIORS) 

The “CSS Profile” is required of applicants applying for need-based financial aid by a 
relatively small number of colleges (almost all are private).  Information on this 
program for students planning to enter college in the 2015-2016 school year is 

available at:  https://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile 

 
FOUR YEAR BACCALAURATE PUBLIC COLLEGES (SENIORS) 
All Washington public universities prefer that students apply online. University of 
Washington and Western Washington University require applicants to submit a 

personal statement. Students should have a trusted adult review their writing. 
Counselors encourage all students to include a personal statement with all of their 

applications.  Check individual colleges for application deadlines.  Seniors should 
submit a College Tracking Form listing all their colleges, public and private, to the 

http://www.facebook.com/bainbridgehighschoolspartans
http://www.facebook.com/bainbridgehighschoolspartans
http://www.instagram.com/bainbridgespartans
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile


 

Stay on top of all things BHS… follow our social media! 
 

  www.facebook.com/bainbridgehighschoolspartans     www.twitter.com/BHS_Spartans 

www.instagram.com/bainbridgespartans 

 

counseling secretary.  This form can be found under College Planning on the BHS 
counseling home web site. 

  
COMMUNITY COLLEGES (SENIORS) 

The entrance requirement for the 34 public two-year colleges and technical colleges 
in Washington is a high school diploma.  All prospective community college students 
should submit applications in early spring since most campuses assign registration 

appointments based on receipt of a completed application.  The ASSET, Accuplacer 
or Compass test is used to determine appropriate placement in courses.  Students 

desiring to complete an AA degree and then transfer to a four-year school need to 
communicate that information to their college advisor and plan accordingly. 

 
PNACAC SPRING COLLEGE FAIR (JUNIORS) 
Saturday, April 23, 2016 12:00-3:00PM 

The Pacific Northwest Association for College Admission Counseling will host its 
annual spring college fair at Seattle University. Over 100 colleges from across the 

country will be in attendance. For a listing of colleges that will be attending, please 
go to the PNACAC website at: www.pnacac.org. 

 

Location:  Seattle University 

Date:  Saturday, April 23, 2016 
Time:  Noon - 3 pm 

Chair:  Katie O'Brien, obrienk@seattleu.edu 

Fair information: www.washingtoncouncil.org  

 

WEST SOUND TECHNICAL SKILLS CENTER (SOPHOMORES AND JUNIORS) 
Interested juniors and sophomores are encouraged to check out the excellent 

career training programs offered at the West Sound Technical Skills Center. 
Students are full-time Bainbridge High School students who join other Kitsap county 

juniors and seniors at the Bremerton Center for half the day and return to BHS for 
the other half. Transportation is provided. Talk to your counselor or call: (360) 473-
0550 for more information. Interested students should contact their counselor ASAP 

for registration for fall programs.  For more information about WST and its 
programs visit: www.bremertonschools.org/wstsc 

 
CAUTION REGARDING PERSONAL WEB SITES (ALL STUDENTS) 
With the growing popularity of personal web sites such as Facebook and other apps, 

we know that it is not uncommon for colleges, universities, and potential employers 
to check these web sites. It is important for you and your student to make sure 

that they are not releasing inappropriate material/information about themselves. As 
indicated by a number of admissions offices, doing so could potentially have a 
negative impact in an admissions decision.   
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RUNNING START  
Running Start is a program available to qualified juniors and seniors in Washington 

which allows for tuition-free attendance at a Community College (CC) in the state. 
Students may attend classes at both the CC and BHS. Credits earned at the CC will 

count toward graduation at BHS and may count toward a college degree as well. 
Students interested in the program should pick up an informational handout in the 
counseling office, or on the BHS web-site, and then contact Ms. Emily Hilberdink at 

855-0419.  To start the process, students must have junior year standing with a 
minimum of 11 credits. A placement test (Accuplacer at OC and COMPASS at SCC) 

is then required to determine eligibility.  Olympic College has an additional 
requirement of a 2.5 high school GPA.  The placement test (given at the CC) should 
be taken by mid-April for students who are interested in enrolling for fall 2016.  The 

test is explained in the Running Start packet available on the BHS counseling 
website. Because the community colleges are on a quarter system, and Bainbridge 

High School is on a semester system, interested students are encouraged to begin 
Running Start in the fall. 
 

JUNIOR/SENIOR PLANNING GUIDE 
Seniors are reminded to consult their, Junior/Senior Planning Guide, on the BHS 

counseling website for information about post high school planning.  It includes the 
application procedure, time lines, financial aid information, and other pertinent data 

about planning for life after high school.   
 
DEPOSITS TO HOLD A PLACE - MAY 1ST  

May 1st is the national notification date by which most colleges expect to 
receive a monetary deposit from accepted students who plan to attend.  If 

a deposit is not submitted by May 1st, a student may lose the opportunity to attend.  
Students should not feel pressured to commit until they have received both 
admissions and financial aid information from all of their schools.  They certainly 

should not be expected to submit a deposit to hold a space at a college until May 
1st.   We encourage any students feeling pressured to submit a deposit earlier than 

May 1st to speak with their counselor.  Students who applied under early decision 
program can be expected to submit a deposit ahead of May 1st. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  It is considered unethical to deposit to two colleges.  If the colleges 
were to discover that a student has “double-deposited,” both schools could rescind 

their offer of admission.  If you are waitlisted, you should accept at one college 
(and pay the deposit), but also return the card (or email) letting the waitlist college 
know you want to remain on their waitlist.  Then, if you are offered admission to 

the waitlist college, let the original college know you have been accepted elsewhere 
so they can, in turn, offer your place to someone on their waitlist.  (It is likely that 

you will forfeit the original deposit.) 
 
If a student has been waitlisted, it would be a good idea to consult with the BHS 

counselor regarding strategies.  Counselors have encouraged all students to make 

http://www.facebook.com/bainbridgehighschoolspartans
http://www.facebook.com/bainbridgehighschoolspartans
http://www.instagram.com/bainbridgespartans


 

Stay on top of all things BHS… follow our social media! 
 

  www.facebook.com/bainbridgehighschoolspartans     www.twitter.com/BHS_Spartans 

www.instagram.com/bainbridgespartans 

 

certain that they included a “likely-to-be-admitted” school in their applications.  
 

It is appropriate for students to notify ALL schools they will not be attending:  i.e. If 
you are accepted by schools A, B, and C, but plan to attend school C, please email 

schools A and B, letting them know you have been accepted and plan to attend 
another college. 

 

THANKS TO PARENTS 
Counselors want to express their gratitude for the thoughtful and detailed Parent 

Brag Sheets for the Class of 2016.   This often anecdotal information helps us 
personalize the recommendation for your students.  We also appreciate those 
parents and students who honored our timelines.   

 
Please have your child inform their counselors and teachers who wrote 

recommendation letters for them know what they find out from the colleges where 
they applied.  Everyone is eager to hear what BHS students will be doing in the fall! 
 

GRADUATION 2016 
Only seniors who have completed all course, credit and graduation requirements 

(including 5-Year Plan, and state testing requirements) may participate in the 
commencement ceremony on June 11th.  Students involved in credits outside of 

BHS must have evidence of completion submitted to their counselor prior to June 
1st.  Running Start students are required to have forms signed by their professors.  
In addition to completing all credits and graduation requirements, seniors 

must clear all fines. 

The Waiting Game 

By: Dr. Brian Harke 

Dean of Students (USC Cinematic Arts, University of Southern California) 

Each year, high school seniors spend the month of March in a nail-biting, gut-
churning, adrenaline-fueled state of anticipation. It's the anxiety that each March 

brings as thousands wait for their college acceptance letters. 

Like many associated with college admissions departments, I have started to 
receive dire calls and emails from potential students hoping for an early indication 

of their admittance status. As I reflect on these communications, I realize how 
controlling we have allowed the college admissions decision to become. 

Yes, getting into your first pick college is important, but let's keep it in perspective. 

Being accepted by your first choice college is certainly something to celebrate, but 
it's not the end of the world if it doesn't work out exactly as you'd hoped. Too often 
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I see students who don't get admitted into their first pick college beat themselves 
up, think they did something wrong, or succumb to the belief that they weren't 

good enough. I've heard of friendships that end because one student got admitted 
to the college and the other didn't. To add to the drama, parents often take the 

admittance or denial as a personal victory or defeat. Some wear it as a badge of 
pride while others blame themselves and see it as failure. It isn't! 

Here are some things to keep in mind if you receive a denial letter from your first 

pick college: 

1. The process is very subjective. 

Forget about your GPA, SAT score and all the advance placement classes you took. 
Yes, the numbers are important, but when compared to other's scores they are just 
that: numbers. Looking at applications through a quantitative lens, one would think 

that the highest scores should get accepted. Oh, if it were that easy. There is a 
qualitative component that makes getting admitted to college much more 

subjective than most students and parents realize. Subjectivity comes into play as 
application reviewers contextualize what you have submitted in comparison to what 
they have reviewed in the past. Reviewers have their own take on things and there 

is no black and white with subjectivity. It is out of your control. 

2. As hard as it is, don't take denial personally. 

Someone at the college just didn't think you were the right fit at the time. Try to 
trust that they know what's best. As much as you wanted to get into the college, 

chances are pretty good that the admissions team did you a favor. If they didn't 
see you as a good fit, you'd probably end up disliking the college had you gotten in. 

There is a lot of thought about "fit" and student success when making the decision 
to admit students. Sometimes the shoe just doesn't fit no matter how much we 
think we love them. 

3. You are not a failure. 

Too many students assume they are a failure by not making it into their top pick 
college. Nothing could be further from the truth. Remember subjectivity? It is really 
out of your control. There are so many variables in making the admit decisions that 

I could write books and books on the topic. You are still the same successful person 
you were before you got your admit or denial letter. Don't forget that. The sting of 

a denial will go away. 

4. Celebrate the colleges you do get into. 

Whether it is your first choice or third, any college you get into is something to 
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celebrate. For every college you get into, someone else didn't. Keep that in mind 
and be humble. It is an incredible accomplishment. 

5. There is always a transfer option. 

I recommend students go to the college they got into, and after a year if they are 
still not happy, try to transfer. However, if you go to a college with the intent of 
transferring, you will never give the college a real try. You'll avoid settling in and 

experiencing the true nature of the college. Most who go this route end up staying 
at the college they were admitted to. They figured out that the admissions team 

from the college that denied them did them a favor. 

6. Parents, give your students a break. 

The selection process belongs to them, not you. You've had years to learn how to 
deal with the rejections life often throws our way. This may be the first major 

rejection many students experience. Be supportive and find the good in the 
situation. There is always good. 

The bottom line: You are a success regardless of the college you get in to. Don't let 
a college admittance letter take that away. 

So, stop biting your nails and worrying about your life crashing down if you don't 

get into your first choice college. Whatever your future holds will unfold as it is 
supposed to. Trust me; I was one of those students who didn't get into their first 

pick college. I did okay and so will you. 

 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
Please see community activities of interest to students and families on the 

BISD Community News & Events and Community Flyers webpages 

 

 

Please See Calendar below. 
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CALENDAR 
 

Apr 4-8 NO SCHOOL   Spring Break 

Apr 11 School Resumes – normal Monday, early release schedule 

Apr 26 BHS Site Council                              Library             3:15-4:45 pm 

Apr 29 “Legally Blonde”   - Spring Musical       LGI                   7:30 pm 

Apr 30 “Legally Blonde”   - Spring Musical        LGI                   7:30 pm 

May 2 -13 AP Tests 

May 5 “Legally Blonde” – Spring Musical         LGI                    7:30 pm 

May 6 “Legally Blonde”  -Spring Musical          LGI                   7:30 pm 

May 7 “Legally Blonde”  -Spring Muscial          LGI                   7:30 pm 

May 11 Spring Choir Concert                              LGI                    6:30 pm 

May 12 Spring Art Festival                             Library                   6-8 pm 

May 19 Spring Band Concert                           Commons             7 pm 
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